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Prodn. comprises: a container filled with inert gas; a pair of 
electrodes consisting of a carbon rod and a metallic rod, which are 
placed in the container. Carbon cluster is prepd. by applying arc 
discharge or resistance heating to these electrode. The power applied 
to these electrodes is either AC or DC. The carbon rod is pref. used as 
positive electrode and the metallic rod is pref. used as negative 
electrode. The metallic rod is pref. made of Fe, Ni, Co, SiC, Al, 
alkali earth metal, or their alloy. The carbon rod pref. contains 
catalyst. The catalyst is pref. complex of transition metal. 

USE/ ADVANTAGE - The method is simple and provides carbon cluster 
at a high yield. Conventional prepn. method of carbon cluster such as 
C60 gives only 10% of yield at the highest 
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